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• By Jeremiah O’Leary ' i , , ' 

: ‘1 ..... . Washington Star Staff Writer ! , 

The Soviet KGB secret police found Lee Harvey 
Oswald unstable and made no attempt to recruit - 
him as an agent during his stay in Russia, the 
.House Assassinations Committee was told today 

This information is based on FBI, CIA and com- 
mittee interrogations of ; Yuri Nosenko,: a KGB ,, 
agent who defected to the United States. No^ehkp*, 
has been given a new identity by the ClA arid diq ’ 
not appear as a witness at today's Heading because' * 
U.S. intelligence agencies believe that would put ;j 
him in personal danger, j 

Committee counsel G, Robert Blakey told the i 
committee the' Warren Commission had concluded , 
there was ho evidence of Sbvtet complicity ih the 
Nov. 22, 1963, assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy. Blakey recalled that Nosenko defected 
to the United States in February 1964 and subse- 
quently informed American intelligence officers 
that his work had put him in contact with a KGB 
file on Oswald in the period from, 1959 to 1963’, 

j' . i-T - i-’i ‘ , • ■;/ : 

A COMMITTEE statement read into the record 
Said NosehkO informed the' panel ih two closed' i 
hearings and a sworn deposition that he became . 
aware of Oswald's presence in Russia in ( the fall of , 
1959. But Nosenko saild thdt nothing in his question/ 
naire, visa application or 1 reports from Intourist ' 
guides and hotel personnel indicated Oswald could 
be of any interest to the KGB. ; 

When Oswald was told by Russian officials that 
he could not stay in the Soviet Union, Nosenko said 



he and the KGB Were surprised when the former 
Maripp slashed his wrists in a Suicide attempt. • 

Nosenko and his superiors concluded that Os- 
wald should be examined, independently by,two 
psychiatrists, the committee statement said. It 
added: <, ■ ; t u< - , , : 

“Nosfenko had art opportunity to read both re* 
ports and said that both psychiatrists found Os- 
wald to be ‘mentally unstable/ While in the hospl- 
taj'Owiald threatened suicide again if he Was not 
allowed' to remain In the Soviet Union. The KGB, 
bolstered by , the findings of the psychiatrists, 
‘washed its hands’ of the,matter. And a decision 
came down from Moscow that Oswald could be al- 
lowed to remain in, Russia but without citizeiv 
ship/’ .< ? ■ ■ r; v 

Nosenko told questioners that the significant 
fact in letting him stay was the fear fht Oswald 
would kill himself and the KGB would be Accused 
of, the murder of an American tourist at a time the 
Kremlin was trying to reduce East-West tensions,; 
Under questioning by the committee, Noseqko saitl 
the Russian hospital found that OSWald was^hot 
quite normal. “The hospital didn’t write\that;hO 
was fnad, just that he is not normal,” according to 
Nosenko. , . ... ... 

THE DEFECTOR SAID that when bswald was 
$ent to Minsky where he met the girl t he later 
hi a tried* it waSi to work Ih a radio factory. Os- 
wald’s KGB file was sent to Minsk along With an 
Order to the local KGB to keep Oswald under sur- 
veillance, 

“In addition to, periodic physical surveillance in 
which Oswald was followed by KGB agents.” the 


report said, “his phone was tapped and his mail 
' was intercepted. ‘ - ; ' 

" Z Nosenko explained that 'the surveillance contin- 
, t ued throughout Oswald's stay in Russia, but 'said 
that was, not unusual and was just to insure that 
Oswald/, was not a Western agent. After Minsk, 

, Nosenko lost dontacLwIth the case but in 1963 he 
said he was Ihfdrrtifea that Oswald had applied at 
the Soviet emb&sW ifi Mexico for a visa to return 
to Russia. He said lie and his chief advised that Os- 
wald should not be allowed 1 6 return. 

Immediately after the Kennedy assassination, 
when, , he learned, that . Oswald was the alleged 
_slayb!‘ # ! Nbsenkb^asked that Oswald's entire KGB 
file be 6cht to him in Moscow. 

, ; ; NOSENKO SAID that If there had been any KGB 
recruitment of the American, there would have 
beericlertr evidence of it in the file. 

“from his examination of the first volume,” 
the committee was told today, “Nosenko claims he 
^camstatA unequivocally that Oswald was never re- 
bruited by the K.GB,.jn fact, he insisted that no 
. KGB pffifcer ever spoke With Oswald. «. 

last encounter with the Oswald case 
f Was a few weeks after the assassination. A friend 
, t iold ; him. the KGB had investigated Oswald’s ac- 
' tivlties in Minsk and learned he had occasionally 
gone hunting with members of a gun club. His fel- 
low hunters considered him such a bad shot, they 
often had to give him game/' . 

Blakey said Nosenko talked to the c ommittee 
five Umes and always insisted that the KGB never 
had any contact of interest with Oswald. 

“We didn't consider him an interests 
Nosenko told the committee; 


interesting target,” 



